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The Twelve Trees of Christmas
Environmental charity Cool Earth launches innovative eco gifts for Xmas from as little as a pound

              “On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me..... a 100ft Mahogany tree!”
There are many predictable Christmas gifts but what can you give someone that is truly unique?  Their very own tree to protect and preserve in the Amazonian rainforest – and all for as little as £1.

Cool Earth, Europe’s fastest growing environmental charity, is launching one of the biggest rainforest protection projects of all time, targeting Christmas gift buyers in a bid to drastically cut CO2 emissions this festive season.
The Tree for a Pound initiative enables people to go online at www.coolearth.org and protect any one of 12 species of endangered tree on behalf of loved ones, friends, families and colleagues.

This is a shopping experience that people won’t feel guilty about and allows shoppers to make a real difference this Christmas.  Cool Earth’s choice of gift includes the opportunity to protect the mighty Mahogany or the powerful Peruvian Pine.  Each tree ‘bought’ as a gift stops it from being destroyed in the Amazon rainforest of Peru.

Christmas is a time of indulgence: the carbon cost of Christmas alone amounts to 5.5% of the UK’s annual carbon footprint 1. Protecting a rainforest tree can halt up to a staggering 30 tonnes of CO2 emissions2 – that’s nearly three times the amount the average UK citizen emits in a year3. For as little as one pound shoppers can reduce their CO2 output on a mass scale, and still give people a cool present. 

Matthew Owen, Director, Cool Earth, says: “CO2 emissions increase massively at Christmas but with Cool Earth you can invest in a stocking filler which won’t harm the environment – it will actually benefit it.”
The Tree for a Pound sponsorship process is designed to capture the public imagination with the 12 different species of tree represented through beautiful illustrations. Each tree sponsored is mapped with a real tree in the Peruvian rainforest that is in danger of being deforested without urgent protection. All the sponsored trees are mature canopy species that play an essential role as habitats, carbon stores, oxygen generators and sources of food, medicine and trade goods. 

Cool Earth began in 2007 and with over 110,000 members in fourteen countries, has prevented 18 million tonnes of CO2 emission through community-led rainforest conservation. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, IMAGES OR INTERVIEWS CONTACT: JEMMA WOODMAN 07990578965 / 08000930624 / press@coolearth.org
References for statistics:

              1. “The Carbon Cost of Christmas,” Stockholm Environment Institute. 2007.

                 2.   Carbon content calculated using data from Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew & UNAP.
        

                 3.   Carbon Trust.
Notes to Editors:
See page 2/3 for further information on the Tree for a Pound campaign and the charity Cool Earth.
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MORE ABOUT TREE FOR A POUND

Q & A

Cool Earth’s Tree for a £ initiative has mapped the twelve most valuable species of tree in the rainforest so that individual trees can be protected directly through the charity’s site (coolearth.org). 
The twelve species range from mighty Mahogany stands to towering Para Rubber Tree and the verdant Cocoa. Their locations are mapped across Cool Earth’s projects and by sponsoring a single tree, for as little as a pound, the tree’s protection is guaranteed for 10 years. 
Will a single tree make a difference?

The trees that you can protect are mature canopy species that play an essential role as habitats, carbon stores, oxygen generators and sources of food, medicine and trade goods. Protecting just one mahogany tree from clearance, for example, will also rescue 1,200 species and halt 30 tonnes of CO2 emissions. 
How many people and trees will be involved?
Cool Earth has over 110,000 members who have all sponsored plots of forest from 100 sq feet to many acres. With Tree for £1, Cool Earth has set the target of getting 1,000,000 individuals to save a tree and create the biggest grassroots rainforest conservation project ever.
How do I know the tree is safe?
As well as being able to see the canopy where the tree you have sponsored is located, four times a year you will receive an update from Cool Earth’s rangers telling you about the status of the forest, its biodiversity and the partner communities. And because all of Cool Earth’s projects are community-led, you will also learn about how your sponsorship is making a real difference to the lives of the people who are protecting the forest 24/7.
Where are the trees?
The first project where people can sponsor a tree is in Peru where Cool Earth and the indigenous Ashaninka people are protecting 125,000 acres of endangered rainforest.

How much carbon does one tree hold?

It varies with species but up to 30 tonnes
How old is the tree?

At least 10 years old
How tall is the tree?

The tallest species we are protecting is the Peruvian Pine which grows to 40 metres. The shortest – the Cocoa grows to 15 metres.
What do I get?

Sponsoring a tree will immediately set you up with your very own MyCoolEarth account. In your account you’ll be able to see the location, area information and all the fantastic facts about the tree you’ve sponsored. We’ll also keep you informed by e-mail about the community projects where your sponsored tree is located.
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 “The idea behind Cool Earth is that if we can help pay to conserve an acre then we can make a real difference. Perhaps the biggest difference we will make in our whole lives.”   Sir David Attenborough 
“There’s only so much an individual can do to halt climate change. But if you support Cool Earth, you’ll do at least ten times more to save the world. Join Cool Earth.”         Ricky Gervais

MORE ABOUT COOL EARTH

With over 110,000 members in fourteen countries, Cool Earth has prevented 18 million tonnes of CO2 emissions through community-led rainforest conservation. Cool Earth works with local partners in Peru, Brazil and Ecuador to protect biodiversity, carbon and communities by halting the destruction of the world’s most endangered habitats. Five things that make Cool Earth unique:
1. Tactical conservation

Cool Earth only focuses on securing forest that is in imminent danger of destruction. This means our projects focus only on the arc of deforestation and trees that either have certification for logging, ranching or agricultural clearance or are at demonstrable risk from predatory and illegal destruction. This means Cool Earth focuses resources on forest that will not be standing in 18 months without a direct intervention.

2. Community-led projects

Numerous initiatives have demonstrated that building secure tropical forest reserves rarely works. All of Cool Earth’s projects are built from the ground up in partnership with forest communities. We secure land in the name of these communities, form long-term conservation partnerships and provide investment to ensure incomes from sustainable harvesting exceed those from destruction.

3. Engaging supporters with rainforest carbon

Cool Earth works to engage individuals, schools and companies with the central role that rainforest conservation plays in tackling climate change. With applications like Google Maps enabling sponsors to view the plots of forest they are protecting and lessons taught from schools in the rainforest over the internet to classes in the UK, Cool Earth creates direct links between supporters and the rainforest they protect.

4. Engaging policy makers with REDD

The exclusion of projects that reduce emissions from deforestation and degradation from the first Kyoto Round removed from the policy arsenal the cheapest and most effective weapon for tackling climate change. Cool Earth plays a central role in educating thought-leaders of the critical role that avoided deforestation must play in future carbon markets. To date, we have met with 43 UK MPs, eight US senators, 24 US representatives, 11 heads of state and the environment ministers of six rainforest nations.

5. 10% Non-Project Limit

Cool Earth is young and lean. The average age of our supporter is 28 compared to 54 for Greenpeace and 66 for the National Trust. We are conscious that the green movement can no longer rely on an affluent boomer generation who tolerate half of their donation being spent on administration. That is why Cool Earth is committed to spending no more than 10% of any individual sponsorship on anything other than projects that protect rainforest. 

Cool Earth, 77 South Audley Street, London W1K 1JG
                                                                Registered Charity: 1117978
“Cool Earth proves that anyone can make a difference on a big scale”, Sir Nicholas Stern        “Cool Earth, Cool Idea” Jarvis Cocker 


